FS 533 Term Paper
Winter Quarter 2007
Term Paper Objectives:
1. To give students an opportunity to search the literature in depth for information that covers the links between a scientific topic of their interest and silvicultural practices.

2. To develop the ability to abstract journal articles for their "meat" and to make the student more critical of the literature.

Term Paper Topic: 

The paper should cover the link (!) between the topic or sub-discipline of the student’s scientific interests (e.g., thesis topic) and silvicultural practices.  Practices can range from small scale activities (e.g., tree planting) to large-scale silvicultural activities (e.g., change from clearcutting to single-tree selection cutting in the PNW). To accommodate students’ preferences and at the same time ensure a comparable standard, the term paper will be developed in stages, i.e., the instructor provides feedback regarding the topic selection and general outlines. 
1. Format - The specific format is flexible to accommodate the variety of topics covered. However, every paper should include “standard” features, such as: title page with name, page numbers, start with a brief (< ½ page) abstract and end with general conclusions. Papers should be a minimum of 4 and maximum of 7 pages (not counting title page). Standard font, margins, etc. Line spacing = 1.5.

2. Topic selection - Student's choice with approval of instructor. Make sure there is sufficient information on the subject before committing yourself. Submit topic to instructor by email for approval. Deadline for submission is 5pm on the date listed in the syllabus.
3. Outline: Make sure the main part of the paper covers silvicultural !!! issues and how they link with your discipline. You don’t need to convince me that your discipline is important nor provide an overview of the discipline, i.e., keep the introduction short. End with a summary or conclusion sections that highlights your main findings. 

4. References - Most citations should be original literature, i.e., people who did the actual work also wrote the publication. Some review articles, books, web pages are ok. When searching on the web, use only scientifically credible sources (e.g. OSU Department of Forest Science, US Forest Service). Information from other sources (e.g. newspaper articles, web pages of the New York Mountain Bike Club) might be helpful, but "dig" until you find the original (scientific) source for their statements.

5. Bibliography should be prepared in (any) standard journal style.

6. Final paper should be sent by email. Deadline for submission is 5pm on the date listed in the syllabus.
7. Provide a summary of your paper in a 5 minute Power Point presentation to the class. Be prepared to answer questions. Presentations will be scheduled (randomly) on the dates listed on the syllabus.
8. Procedure: The term paper and associated literature should be focused around a topic. I suggest you select a topic of your interest first and then start searching for publications. In your term paper, try to link the publications. Where do they agree/disagree? What are possible reasons for the agreement/disagreement? Do they complement each other, i.e., does one publication build on results of others? Etc. Avoid listing different publications without integrating the information (i.e., no “author 1 found…..+ author 2 found…”)!! 

9. Timeline: The deadlines are listed in the syllabus. Based on feedback in the last few years, I have moved the timeline up. This was repeatedly requested by your fellow students to avoid the “paper crunch” at the end of the quarter. Please let me know right away, if this creates any problems. For class management and fairness reasons, I will reduce your grade by 2 (topic) and 10 (final paper) points for every day the assignment is handed in (rather than calling it dead - like in deadline).

Term paper grading:                                                    Presentation grading:

      40% content 




30% content

      20% critical interpretation 


40% organization

      20% clarity 




20% presentation style

      10% sources 




10% handling of questions

      10% grammar and spelling
